A major motorcycle crash causation study is underway after languishing for nearly four years due to funding issues. 
The study, which began Oct. 1 and will end Sept. 30, 

2013, is being conducted by researchers at Oklahoma 

State University’s Oklahoma Transportation Center in 

Stillwater, one of the Department of Transportation’s 10 

National University Transportation Centers. The Fed- 

eral Highway Administration is sponsoring the study. 

Researchers plan to evaluate data from motorcycle 

crashes to help identify common factors, said Dr. Alan 

Tree, professor and associate dean of research at OSU. 

Samir A. Ahmed, professor of civil and environmental engi- 

neering, will be the study’s principal investigator, he added. 

The last causation study, sponsored by NHTSA and 

known as the Hurt Report (after Harry Hurt, professor 

emeritus of safety science at the University of Southern Cali- 

fornia), was completed in 1981. According to NHTSA, the study 

has been used both nationally and internationally as the best 

source of detailed motorcycle crash data in the development of 

training, countermeasures and related questions. 

In September, NHTSA concluded a pilot study on motorcy- 

cle crash causes and outcomes. DOT spokesperson Rae Tyson 

said completion of the pilot study was necessary to help researchers at OSU establish research criteria for the larger motorcycle crash causation study. NHTSA researchers tested methodology used for in-depth crash investigations on 51 motorcycle crashes that occurred between 2005 and 2009. Data collected included road-way and environmental conditions; vehicle and equipment information; and in-depth, on-scene interviews with riders, motorists and available witnesses. 
Funding issues 

A provision in the 2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efﬁcient 

Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users required the 

current study, but the lack of funding delayed its start. Contri- 

butions depended on the study methodology and how many 

crashes would guarantee the investigation was valid, Tree said, 

adding that the current study will be signiﬁcantly valid and more 

focused than the original study. SAFETEA-LU expired Sept. 

30, but Tree said paperwork ensuring scientific validity was 

signed that day and received approval. 

About $2 million in funding came from the federal govern- 

ment. FHWA also contributed funding when six state safety 

programs pledged $560,000. The American Motorcyclist Asso- 

ciation committed $100,000 for the study in 2007, and AMA 

members contributed an additional $27,000 toward the “Fuel 

the Fund” campaign, association ofﬁcials said. 
Meanwhile, the Irving, CA-based Motorcycle Safety Founda- 

tion had pledged, with conditions, $3 million for the study.MSF 

ofﬁcials criticized the current OSU study, calling it an “abbrevi- 

ated” version of the original motorcycle crash causation study pro- 

posal, which in 2005 required a larger sample population size. 
Still, safety experts and researchers arehoping new field 

research will answer the question of why motorcycle crash fatal- 

ities continue to increase each year even though overall motor 

vehicle trafﬁc fatalities have reached a historic low. Crash sta- 

tistics from NHTSA show nearly 96,000 motorcycle riders were 

injured and 5,300 riders died in roadway crashes in 2008, account- 

ing for 14 percent of all trafﬁc fatalities. 
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Senate conﬁrms transportation safety administrators 

Anne Ferro was conﬁrmed Nov. 5 as the administrator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. Cynthia L. Quar- 

terman was conﬁrmed the same day as the new administrator of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration. 

Ferro is the former president and CEO of the Maryland Motor Truck Association. She has served on a number of regional advisory committees relating to freight planning, highway safety and transportation funding. Quarterman is the former director of 

the Minerals Management Service at the Department of the Interior.She is a partner in the Washington law ﬁrm Steptoe 

&Johnson LLP. The Senate Commerce, Science and\Transportation Committee voted favorably and sent the nominations to the full Senate on Oct. 27. 

FMCSA agrees to review hours-of-service regulations 

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration agreed to review and reconsider its 2008 ﬁnal rule on hours of service for drivers, according to a settlement agreement filed Oct. 26 with the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. 
The Washington-based advocacy group Public Citizen and other organizations challenged the rule for a third time in March, alleging it is based on studies and data that do not prove a link between reduced fatalities and any HOS regimen. Public Citizen on Oct. 27 released a copy of the agreement, which states 

FMCSA will submit a notice of proposed rulemaking to the Ofﬁce of Management and Budget for approval within nine months of the settlement date. Motions to govern further proceedings must be 

ﬁled within 30 days of publication of the NPRM in the Federal Register. 

The Arlington, VA-based American Trucking Associations released a state- ment reafﬁrming its stance that HOS regulations have worked to improve the industry’s safety performance, and said its members plan to participate in the upcoming rulemaking process. 

FMCSA cracks down on drug, alcohol violators 

Seventy-seven bus and truck drivers could face civil penalties, and more than 80 carriers face enforcement action as a result of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s first-ever alcohol and drug strike force. 

According to a press release, FMCSA safety investigators reviewed drug and alcohol safety records collected Sept. 8-18 

among commercial drivers from bus companies, interstate passenger carriers, hazardous material transporters and general 

freight long-haul trucking companies. 

The strike force’s goal was to identify motor carriers in violation of federal drug and alcohol testing requirements and to 

remove from the road commercial truck and bus drivers who jump from carrier to carrier to evade testing requirements. 
In related news, due to a number of inquiries, the Department of Transportation issued a notice Oct. 22 stating the 

Department of Justice’s guidelines for federal prosecutors in states that have enacted laws authorizing use of medical marijuana have no bearing on DOT’s regulated drug testing program. DOT’s drug 

and alcohol testing regulation does not authorize medical marijuana under a state law to be a valid medical explanation for 

a transportation employee’s positive drug test result. 

NTSB requests FMCSA track sleep apnea 

In an effort to prevent commercial motor vehicle crashes among operators who have obstructive sleep apnea, the National Trans- 

portation Safety Board on Oct. 20 issued two safety recommendations to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. According to the recommendation 

letter, NTSB investigated a number of incidents across all modes of passenger transportation involving operators who 

have OSA. NTSB recommended FMCSA: 

•Implement a program to identify CMV drivers who are at high risk for OSA and require them to provide evidence of hav- 

ing been evaluated and, if treatment is needed, treated before being granted unrestricted medical certiﬁcation. 

•Develop and disseminate guidance for CMV drivers, employers and physicians regarding identiﬁcation and treatment of individuals at high risk for OSA, emphasizing that drivers who have effectively treated OSA are routinely approved 

for continued medical certiﬁcation. 

Download the letter at www.ntsb.gov/recs/letters/2009/H09_15_16.pdf. 
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